REAPING WHAT YOU SEW

After an accident in the Arctic, hospitalised with fourth degree
frosthite, sulfscating pain and the hands of a corpse, an upheat friend
af mine said he wanled to see a piciure of me kniting. | took this as
encouragement. &l my gear was lost be the ses and it took 3 full-time
year lo replace and make allerations to it, but eventually he got that
prcbure, excepl 10 was of mwe Sewing with fiddly needlps.

I live in Greenland new and we get re-supplied by ahip Rére bwice a
year, Send a nything by poast and it’ll take a month to reach ws. There's
no matenalbisic excess. Trendy Chinos moan mathing. Here man walk
arownd mn polar bear lur trousers, You make do and ulilise what you
hawe fram one yeara the mext, Wear and tear is gn_arurul_lg,- lacalised in
garments thal are atherwise perfect. So | ged sewing.

| Eakie the stamce that the bar can be raised an all iy clothing b
that doesn’t maan the awing an gimmick giamios beysnd saturation
paint. Bells and whitiles on brand spanking new clothing are the first

to get the knife. | don™ like fussy toggles around my face and .e.rnu-um:liw
thea hips. they're & downright nuisance te sleep on

| used 1o bury Irorm charity shops and Sever elasticated culls From
cast-olls belare finding aut you can buy it 8% neck, waist and wrist tube
cufling. This stull prevents clething riding wp and adds warmih. If
¥ou're in the knew it's easy to match the latest store bought garment
materials and everything that goes inte mending, altering or making
kit from scratch with materials such as breathable coated fabrics,
different fleece weights, Windbloc, Pertex, insulation fillings such as
Primaleft, Polartec Power Dy for glove liners and first layer
Powersireich.

The first couple of sawing projects | undertook were o muster up a
litthe felt sleeve for my rifle tip 56 shew wouldn't plug Ehe rruzele if |
fell and epoxy gluing shaped fleece ta my goggles o protect riiy bieak
Far long-haul trip repairs, | pack patches of material to coincide with
tlothing I'miwearing, &t home | sew snaw culfs, wind skirts ints
jackeis and pant linings with Taffeta and abways with Veloro adjusters. |
ke cargo packeds on all of my baliam kalves and use durs hle,
abrasive resistant Supplex, Mesh pockets are hopeless, what you have
5 mass of emall holes that just get bigger, It's niguseatng when
samething important is stashed anly 19 go through inte the Lining,
Pocket liners | replace with an wncoated stiff mylen. First aid far
gxlrafme fulb wear areas an gleves, knees or shoulders | use Keprotec
I1's a leather substitute made up of Cardura, Keviar and Dymafil, For
me winler footwear liners are made from 2 wool Blend ar cut out aof
Neopreme. | sew ballistic mylen into insteps of ski pants and Rt beotis
soles. This material is double-weawe Cordura nylon. Gram for gram il's
strenger than steel. In real cold, poor bunges [elastic) slackens
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