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Sir Ranulph
pays
tribute to
the new
generation

BRITAIMN'S heet knovwn
snodern explorer knows only too
well the dangers faced by his
PO ProTeRe.

Sir Ranulph Fiensnes DBE,
Lzary™s patran, said: “The Arcric
can pe sxvape, There alone in
2000 [ almerst paid the ultimate
price with my life

“Crary's consistent and proven
wrack record sees him nowe at the
hdghest bevel as an expanent ot a
skall fewr have mastered — the
craft of handling huskies in
palar regrions. 1t's & specialise
aren thar makes huge dermands
un peeple, dops, cotical gear
nnd skills alike. The fact chor he
rravels alone i restbmony o his
uhility combined with the
mingical band berween him and
bt Trushdes.

"Crary hns over the past seven
wears cut his weeth alongside the
world's muest skilled polar
rravell=rs, A craft benrne from
YRRt ].‘f.'l'ﬁi)\.ll!ll.l.ll.‘h = botls raen
and women whiy suffer no fonls.

“BEveey now and then
soneone very dalferent from
each gensrmrion pnpears wia is
cagable of pulliisg off the
unexpecied. 1 bebeve Gary is
one such persen

Gary's mather Edeen Walker,
of Muoltinn, is undersrandnbly
provd af her som. She said: “Ir's
o long way and [ da wormy ohout
him Beczuse it 4 long time on
e e 2 you lear what has
happened e other people.

“It 15 dangerows - he is
literully o= the sen and thase
dogs, vau have only gor oo maks
ane fbse move and that’s it 1
am very proawd of him. 1 chink
any moter would be,

"This certinly wasn™
something [imagined him going
ko bt bz las adways liked hos
advenmires and he wamed o da
soinethang et was different.”
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Gary 1s answering
the call of the wild

Gary Raolfe grew up in Cornwall wondering what
to do with his life. Mow he carries out highly
dangerous solo Arctic expeditions using the rare
method of husky handling. Claire Watson

reports

WHEN Cinry Ralliz ks about the 3
belaw zere remperamires in which be
laae becn Bvuiag for the prakal ety B
spezks with an intense passion,

Tluis 15 2 pnane wlao loas pest ceterned
Frm ane af the mast desalare areas in
the world. He and his peam of eight
Tuskies spemt 30 days explaring the
fromen landscape of the Mackenzic
Buiver in Cianadn — constantly wlert noz
just to the srhepern remperanires bt
10 the dangers of predators sucl =
wuolves and polar bears,

Yer Coemwall natave Gury. 34,
admits the closest ke come o life on
the wild side wag 5 rip our line fishing
with locul fisherinen.,

Mow the man who geew up in
Falenouth und wae educated at
Trura’s Cathedral School and Thachy
Grimmar at Carpon Dowos, s
become one of the most highly
reparded madern trailblazers, Vereran
wxplorer Sir Banelph Fiennes bas just
become parron af hic expaditions,

How did it happen?

Gary said: “There is that ‘win®*
guestion and people can’t fatham i
o, bar 1 fieed tonaliy our of place in
thas country and Labaays bhave, © koo
what my nirvana &5 and shar’s why T
wait w go back 1 den't howe a
purtner. [ hove sacrifced all thae. Tam
£ fulk-on focused about whar [ want
to do. 1 hove ttal and wler com-
mitment,”

His carly 30 were spent trying o
pinpoint whar he should do with his
Itliz, Ay article in an sdventure mag-
azine in o libeary provided the insp-
rilesL.
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“Iremember nuning this page witha
picruee of 8 gy watt s team of sled dogs
anel dust was 11" Gory said. T applied
maself wo Anding cur wha swas the besy
U ol withi expedition dogs and it .
was Wl Breger of Minnesars,”
Gury trucked down Sieger nnd k
spent rwa-and-a-half wears with his
teasm, learning from the bese. He then
muade the decision to break off from ]
the team envisenment aind go solo,
returning to Englund o do anything - o ) gy
hie could o fund his vecartion. z
“When [ first stared this [ held @ LIVING THE DREAM: Adventurer Gary Folfe swopped rainy
drawvn three jobe and did 56 hours  Cormwall for frozen Canada
% I like to share the day: enduranct raining wlich pro-  dian Arctic 10 1alk about his expe-
ey e physical strenph and pres-  riences in schaonls and universizies.
experience about ence nf mind vital when living Uik to share thee experbenee about
things | see and ubigsade prodaters, veludisg wolves  shings [ see and hear and wotch and.
hear and polar bears. The aiver can weigh — Geen oo, he said. “Kids are good for 1§
hnlf a Tonne, making exploress e ghat They haven't lest this beliaf in s
overtime 3 week w0 ger the money e c i unt battle. what dhey wam to da." : i
0 back! lie s, “LF pagple really Since 2000, he has complered tinoe Flow o Live with the cold is a
apply themselves 10 what they want 1o uu!:sucuuw solo Arctic expedition:  question a1 the frone of mese peaple's H
do they ean do It using the rare method of husky han-  minds when they speak o Gary. Liv- 5
W worked on 3 farm i Lincolnshire G tee on e Arctic Ocean and — ing in reMmperatures of up e 40 [ ]
alter that Arst journey. 1 wsed 10 ran m b L T tha M.::h_nn_-m.- degres below zera is hard to HEILEHLE. ;
the ten miles to the farm - thacwas my  aver: He is renowned for combining  “Thar's cold. People usk haw cold it &
training out of the way, Then [ would traditional usky-led adventures with s, and [ say it like spicting fce” 1
fimish Inte aned go b work n o hotel,  0dern accessories — such as the O his lastjoumey, Gary rested this
washing dishes, All T was thinking  Tesudar use ofbis laptop computer. by daroweize a cup of just-boiled warer
about was that [ had o get bock put Gary serurned to Enpland from the  into the aiz and phosographing it
thers,” Capadizn Arctic 2 week age and s freeze instantdy, £
Gary's endurange and conscant fnl.'us.ing:s;nlc!!y om preparations for his Hie next rrip, in the summer, will
trainitg in the inconccvable cold ds  0ESC expedition this summer. Ul jovolbae the indtial vainiog of new E
not a competitive thing. Apart from  mately, bis aim is to lve in this frezen peps. He will hove pine fr his nexe
his devation 10 his huskies, his strier desolazion, returning o give leciures planaed major journey in 2006, when g
trvining & prood e this is on eovie 90 0 expenences. he hopes to have o permanent basein 8
ranment Gary wanrs 1o be in, In the Gary hopes 1o be able 1o reruen  Rig real home - the Areric E
Aretid, he skds for up b 12 hewrs 0 from his base at [Inovdk in the Cann- AR T T A R T T, S 2 s
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